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Reel Deal for Film Makers

A new Bahrain company,
offering financing and
equipment, gives film
makers a chance to
break into the
competitive film industry
in the Gulf region.

A nevs Bahraini film production
company has been established, with
the aim to support artisis in the Gulf
region with state-of-the-art film-
making equipment and financing 10
turn their artistic visiens into
commercially viable projects.

Bassam Al Thawadi, Bahrain's most
suceesstul film maker, will provide
vechnical direction for the new
company, called Bahrain Film
Production Company (BFFC), 1o
Ensure SUCCess on its projects. Al
Thawati eamed plaudits for directing
two well-received features fifms, Al
Hajiz (The Barcier) in 1990 and #a'er
(Visitor) in 2004.

“There is no shoriage of talent in
Bahrain and throughout the region,
but film makers have always lacked
the support they need 1o tum their
dreams into reality.” Bassem said.
“The idea behind this company is to

give film makers a place to go to if
they have a project they believe in,
We will take thase anists in, help
them get the financing they nesd and
provide them with the necessary
technical support.”

The company will be able to
provide film makers with siate-of the
art cameras, lighting, special effects

“There is no shortage
of talent in Bahrain,
but film makers have
always lacked the
support they need to turn
their dreams into reality.”

and other equipment needed to make
films with high guality modern
production values.

The first BFPC project is a fitm by
Bassem, titled A Bahraini Tafz. A film
narrating the dreams of a small
society, the Bahraini society. which
wilnesses its ups and downs as it
reacis and interacts with local,
regional and global influences.
Shooting has already finished,

ARTS & CULTURE 122 ars & Cutture Listings, 122 Byssances

Arts-&-Culture-Magazine-2006.jpg

Bassem hopes the projects
undertaken vwill help to strengthen
Bahrain and the Gulf region’s
presence at major film festivals
around the world, and will also
provide global audiences with
windows into Arsb culture,

"As well 25 discovering new
talent, we will work 1o creéale new
region-wide partnerships,
strengthening the cultural bond
between the countries of the region,”
Bassem advised.

“High quality movies are one of the
maost effective ways of promating 2
particular culture, The frims will
provide & showcase for viewers 1o
understand who the people of this
region are. An important by-product
will be 10 change misconceptions
they may have and improve the
image of Islamic and Arab countries
in the eyes of the woild.”

Bassam grew up in a family with a
shared interest in photography and
amateur film making and he went on to
study film production and direction at
the Higher Institute of Cinema in Cairo,
under the tutelage of the ranowned
Egyptian director, Yousif Shaheen,

For information, call 3 S665-466.

—Beverly A Lomosad
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Tuesday, November 21, 2006
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Showing from 15 November 2006 at Seef, Saar® and Aljazeera Cineplex.
*with English subtitles
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A film by Bassam Al-Thawadi
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Showing from 15 November 2006 at Seef, Saar* and Aljazeera Cineplex.
*with English subtitles
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" A film by Bassam Al-Thawadi
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Showing from 15 November 2006 at Seef, Saar* and Aljazeera Cineplex.
*with English subtitles
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BAHRAL

Gulf Daily News
Sunday, 10th September 2006

AROQUND 70 people attended the media
screening of the Bahraini feature film
Heykayva Bahrainia (A Bahraini Tale) at
the Seef Cineplex yesterday.

The subtitles were in English and the

film ran for a total of 96 minutes.
Fareed Ramadan scripted the Bahrain
Film Production Company (BFPC)

movie.

GDN-10-9-2006.jpg

Bahraini film screened

Director Bassam Al Thawadi is cur-
rently the Research and Development
Studies supervisor at the Bahrain Radio
and Television Corporation (BRTC) and
has worked there since 1985.

Also attending were BRTC chairman
Akram Miknas, vice-president Khamis
Al Mugla, partner Farooq Almoayyed
and members of the cast and crew.
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M Filming equipment is set up on a street in Riffa. Right,
Mr Al Thawadi, left, looks at the film script.

SHOOTING has begun in
Riffa for the third movie
made by a Bahraini indepen-
dent film director Bassam Al
Thawadi.

The Bahraini cast of the
Arabic language film A
Bahraini Tale includes actors
Manam Ziman, Jumana Al
Rowaie and  Mubarak
Khamis.

The film is set between the
beginning of the Israeli-Arab
war in 1967 and the death of
Egyptian pan-Arab leader
Jamal Abdul Nasser in 1970,
and looks at the lives of three
women who live in Bahrain.
It explores “how the inter-

GDN-17-4-2006.jpg

national political situation in
those years affected people in
Bahrain and in the Gulf,”
said director Mir Al Thawadi.

“All this will be seen
through these ladies -
through their love stories,
through their lives.”

The film script was written
by Farced Ramadan, and is
being made with a camera
crew from India and sound
technicians from New York.

Footage for the film is
expected to be completed by
the beginning of next month
and the release date will be
decided when post produc-
tion work is completed.
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By TARI() KHONJI
BAHRAINI film pro-
ducer and director
Bassam Al Thawadi will
begin filming 2 new
movie carly next year, to
be launched at  the @
Bahrain Film Festival,
which will be held next
October,

The Ol wall be i_m]:\.' the
second Bahraini movie cver
mende, the first being 1990
Al HMajiz. (The Barricr).
which was also directed by
Mr Al Thawadi.

The story will revelve

p From Page Cne

Day on December 16,

Cinema
the  films

Eahrain
whert

He sald that although he
didn't know exactly when the
filmas - will: be screened. it
wonld e around National

He was speaking al a
Press conference at
Cluls,
were
B Mr Al Thawad!  screened lor journalists.

Mr Al Thawadi sabd that

showing its history, tradi-  the film depicted Babrainks
tions and people. I wanted to 5 they really ane.

show both old and new “1 want 1o show that
Babrain* said Mr Al Bahrain i a cosmopolitan
Thawadi place and that lis nationals

work hard, always keeping a
smile on their face.” e said.

“If you stop and look ai
Bahrainis working from a
disiance, yvou see that they
really do smile a lol,” he
the said. Both Mlms contain the

Cameras 1o roll fo
Bahrain’s new film

Mllllons to get glimpse of traditions

Kamal

“Il ook us aboul Tour
months to conceive, produce
and flm the fwo prodoc-
fons," he saéd,

Many of the shots for the
Milmas were taken from a heli-
copler, courlesy the BDF,
Mr Al Thawadi said in an
earlier inferview wilh the
GION.

Bahraini CAmE T mEan
Abdulrahman Al Mulla even

same score, written by com-
posers  Osama Al Salf.
Nawal Kamal and Marin

took shots of watersports by
parasafling above the sea,
camera in hand

arpund the experiences of three
Bahraini  girls., says Mr Al
Thawadi,

“The film will be called Ao
Sagheera (Suall Dreais). The
script was writen in 1993 by
Farced and we've been
discussing it for about two years.

but we have only just stamed coa
cemrating on the project,” e sxid.
“We have ¥l 1o confim wha
will bz financing the film, but we
hope to stam making it in
February, We want i to be neady
for he Bahrain Film Festival,
which will put Arab cinema under

the spoalight.”

The festival = being onganased
through the Bahrain Cinerna Club
and supported by the Cabinet
Adfairs and Information Ministry.

Mr Al Thawadi was speaking at
a Press conference, beld at the
Bahrain' Cinema Club in Juffair
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yvestenday, Mr Al Thawadi said
that the film would be based on
troe events, which are sill wold in
inharrag

rcrh“m be nbnul real events,

place in Muharrag
b:mccn 1967 and 1970, It will
be based on real characters.

some of whom are still alive™
he snid,

“The focus will be on a
Bahraini family consisting of
theee dawghiers, [wo sons and
thesar parents.”

Without  giving o much
away. Mr Al Thawadi =zxid that
the movie would focus on |
wormen in Bahrain and would be
a love stony.

b | § wil! poriray ihe hife of
wornen 16 those days, \hcmln;
several female charscters, cach
wery. different From the other. Tt
will also ke M sccount the
atmosphere’ and ‘events of the
Eirmes,” e s2tid,

Mr Al Thawadi sud 1tha
albough be had some people in
mind. he had vet 10 cast the film.
“We still haven't cast the maovie,
but we | think that we will proba-
bly cast one of two established
Bahraini actresses in some rokes
and hire some new faces for oth-
ers,” e saidl



LOCAL FILMS... ‘SCREEN’ TEST
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ARTISTIC VISION

by sandeep s. grewal

T WAS A PROMOTION OFFER ON THE
rehase of 8 new car in ke 70% that included a super
M camera, & projector and B screen. A
philamhropis: bought the car and gave all the
equipment 1o Bassam for sixty dinars. He had to work
time in the Minkstry of Interior to pay the money
off; litdle did this young man know that this was from
where his journey embarked.
BmmMogmumﬂMThmlhlhcbqu
Bakruini to have directed successful films- Al Hajix
(The Basrier), Fa"er (Visitor) and many mone 1o his
Lstest venture A Boheaind Tale, So bow did it all stan?

| “When [ was a kid | was in kove with phatography asd

| boved elicking picures with my camem that | had

| t-m%hlﬁncﬁv:hmqhdﬁhh:k. passon grew

| and I went o to study film direction e Higher

| Iestitute of Cinema in Cairo. It was here that [ keamed
that cinemna it serious business and what impact it has
on the andicnoe.”

There were various short prog that Basixm
directod during his graduation days related no the
Lebanon war, politics and social iaues. But the real
beeak came in 1990 when he directed Al- Hajiz
dealing about the social and emotions] barrier of an

incdividual by the soehey.
‘rwanukmy{ﬁtﬁﬁamm:nmicmd
wallh\tmnui!mﬂlh{dmmh

Anb Cinema. 7] the main character of the
movie 3l a coffee at 2 am and | knew instanily

=
thiat this was my actor. From top to bottom I did all the
production work and the rest as they say i history,”
sabd Bassam. The film was well spprecisied in Japan

and is the ooly country that has bought the fiim and
featimed it in their film 5brary.
The director’s latest vent

[nl fale i3
. 1

shot in Mubarrag and he s
o promode the merdie. The
beginning of the lraci-Ansbh war in, 1967 and looks
into the lives of three women from Babrin. It
highlights bow this siaastion affects their fives and
their emotions. The director’s film have been soreened
in variows feitivald and on several oocasions he has
being on the panel of judges.

he filmmaker also feels that times have
changed in Babrain “Earhier 5t was dove and
togecherness now it is all malerialntic, Even if
you're working at Wall Street or caming millions.
It's of no use unbess you enjoy what you ane doing
ard have good family suppor.

Filmmaking it in 14 infaney in Bahrain though the
whole world knows about Egyptian, American and
Indian cinerma,

“The people of Bahrain should get used 1o all the
different genres of cinemas a5 this will help the
industry to Nourish, New talent will be given a chance,
in fact all my assistants are nny students and contimue
o make their peesemee fell in the Arab cinema
fratemity, The main pooblem  is the lack of
infrastrochane investment that the filmmakers
face. This is the rcason for the formation of the

" Bahrain Film Production company that aims to

produce two o three films every year”

Bassam enlers the editing room and shows us the
teaser of his new film. He just coulda't keep his eyes
off the sereen and was cager to explain s cach shot
and what he wasted 10 convey, He must have never
imagined tha the imitial investment of sixty dinars

take him 5o far in promoting the Arab cultare to
the whaole world throtph the mediams of films.

Friday, June 30, 2008
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moc_bh by @qgab_sitemuseum "Join us at
Qal’at al Bahrain Site Museum tonight on 1
June for our an indoor movie screening of
the critically acclaimed ‘A Bahraini Tale’ - a
must-see masterpiece from one of our
island’s pioneering filmmakers Bassam Al-
Thawadi! Film begins at 7pm. Entry is

free! // 4ald a3 g0 Ldadia (o8 Ll | gacail
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Showing from 15 November 2006 at Seef, Saar and Al-Jazeera Cineplex.
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The Bahraini connection

Cinematographer S. Shamdat on his stint
during the filming of a Bahraini movie.

PREMA MANMADHAN

MITABH BACHCHAN and Aish-

warya Rai are as familiar to Bahrai-

nis as they are to Indians. Both

English and Hindi films are usually
not censored for show in the 41 cinemas in
the small country of about 6,00,000 peo-
ple. But Bahrain's movie industry is in its
infancy, despite the vibrant television
sector,

Only two films have been made so far in
the country, both by the same filmmaker,
Bassam Al Thawadi, “The Barrier”, made
in 1990, was on 16mm and blown up to
3bmm. “Visitor”, in 2004, was a digital
movie, transferred to 35mm.

Full length film

Mow, the dircctor is making a full-
length Arabic feature film. An Indian, S.
Shamdat, is the cinematographer of “A
Bahraini Tale™ and developing and print-
ing is being done at Prasad Labs, Chennai.

Shamdat, a self-taught cameraman, is
gix films old. He has assisted Ravi K.
Chandran, his guruand mentor, in a num-
ber of films including “Dil Chahta Hai”,
“Koi Mil Gaya®, and “Yuva”. His own rep-
ertoire includes Telugu and Malayalam
films, apart from prize-winning docu-
mentaries and 3D Max Media's “Tantric
Genre”,

Just back from the shoot in Bahrain, he
is excited about the project. “IU's a period
film and a true story. We had many re-
hearsals before the shots were taken.
Working on a Super 35 mm camera was a
wonderful experience and the dialogues
were recorded live

Emotions come out better when re-
corded live; also the voice coming from a
distance is realistic. A major problem with
live recording was the hum of air condi-

SELF-TAUGHT: Shamdat on
localion.

tioners. “The story is set in 1967, when
there were no air conditioners, traffic
lanes or cars. It was before the Gulf boom;
long before the oil riches changed the fate
of the nation. So we went around the
neighbourhood and reguested people to
switch off the ACs while we were shoot-
ing. Happily, they obliged us. Of course we
hid to get the Ministry's permission. [ was
surprised that nobody ever came to see
the shooling like they do in our country,”
says Shamdat of his experiences.

One-man army

Bassem Al Thawadi is the only name
that matters in Bahrain's film world. He is
a one-man cultural army, trying to get
people interested in flmmaking. He
spearheaded the film society movement
in the country and learnt filmmaking in
Cairo. In an e-mail interview, Al Thawadi
says, “1 have always loved cinema, When 1
was a kid, 1 used to cry while [ watched
Charlie Chaplin, fearing he would fall
down and hurt himself, doing all those
antics.”

The-Hindu-Magazine-16-7-2006.jpg

Bahrain's theatre scene, like TV, is ro-
bust and the actors in Al Thawadi's film
are from theatre or TV. “Women in Bah-
rain are allowed to do whatever they want
«. i this field we have, apart from agtors,
women as producers, production manag-
ers and accountants.”

Fareed Ramadan, who wrote the story
and script of “A Bahraini Tale”, reveals
that it is a true story. “It is about life ina
small family in those days. It shows a parl
of my own childhood. The language is
colloguial, and can be understood in most
Arab countries. The film shows how I lost
my oldest sister when she was forced to be
married, as my father wanted...She killed
herselfl by burning.” Fareed' teamed up
with Bassam carlier for several documen-
taries. One more Indian in the crew is
from New York: Giles Khan is the sound
recordist of the Bahraini movie,

Shamdat, who enjoyed working on the
super 35mm camera, says the crew was
like one big family. Al Thawadi is happy
with his Indian cinematographer, who
was recommended to him by director
Shayamaprasad. He could coordinate well
with Shamdat, he says. “He has an eye that
can build the scene dramatically, is very
focused on his work and understands me
very well. Some times without even saying
a word, he knew what [ wanted. [ am
locking forward to working with him
again.”

No funding

Al Thawadi laments that there is no
Government funding for cinema in Bah-
rain and there are few producers who
want to invest in cinema, though there are
many cinema theatres there, showing for-
eign films. “I produced my film, *The Bar-
rier' (1990), selling everything I had, and |
could do my second film only after 14
years,” he says,

More such technical tie-ups could be in
the offing, both Bassam and Shamdat
hope while they wait for the movie's pre-
miere in September, in the Gulf countries
and in Burope.



