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All the suggested characters in the Presentation is not final or confirmed, after the scriPt is readg it will

CIY'OP alot of them and add a new ones clepending on the story that will be Written)just to take a note.
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Historg of Cinema in Bahrain

“Bahrain Theater” was the first local theater
in Bahrain which was established in 1937 and
the first film Piageci in it was “Widad” starring
the famous Eggptian singer UM Kulthum.
Since then many simPle movie theaters like Al
Zayyani” have been established. 1t was oPened
tothe Public in1946and the Eggptian staractor,
Hassan Faeq attended its inauguration. Other
cinema theaters were Bin Hﬂris. Al Muharrac],
and Lulu which showed main]y Indian films while
Al Nasser movie theater sPecializecl in showing
Western movies. In 1967, The Bahrain Cinema
Company was founded for the purpose of

constructing new movie theaters.

In  1961-1971 Bahrain  Petroleum Company
Prcsentcd a number of short and news films
that were shown in BAPCO and AlQurra movie
theater. The first Bahraini that showed interest
in movies was the Pt‘sotographcr and director
Khalifa Shaheen who worked as an assistant
Photograplﬂer in the Photograpi‘ny department
of BAPCO. Shaheen studied Photographg
at Ealing Art Co”ege in the United Kingclom
in 1965, and in 1966 he made the first news film
for BAPCO. Moreover, Khalifa Shaheen
Participated in the Procluction and the acting

with the American Walt Disney Pro&uction crew
in tilming “Hamad and the Pirates” in Bahrain in
1969. In 1971, Shaheen established himself as a
Pioneer infilm Production in Bahrain. He started
“the Falcon P]’iotography Establishment” and
Prescntcd a number of documentaries ttirough
the Falcon Photographg Institute. These films
included “Scenes from Al-Jazeera” “People
in the Horizon” “the Black Wave” which were

shown in international film festivals.

Another Bahraini who showed interest in film
Production is Abdul Rahman Al-Ruwaii. In the
seventies, he bought a16 mm camera to fulfill his
dream of making a Bahraini film. However his
dream did not see the ligt*i of dagt as he could
not find a wi”ing Prociucer who would support
his Project. He left Bahrain to Saudi Arabia to
look for ajob and he still lives there.

The list of Bahraini cinema enthusiasts include
Darab Ali who Produced a number of short
films in cooPeration with Ali Abbas and Majecd
Shams before |caving to the United States in
1969 to studg cinema in Ho”g wood. However,
he has not achieved further progress since
then. Between 1972 and 1978, both Abbas and

Shams PrOClUCCd i:OUF short drama ﬁlms and FCW
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Historg of Cinema in Bahrain

documentaries rangingin duration from10+to 30
minutes. The films were “The Stranger”, “The
Revenge”, “The three Men”, and “Memories”
which won third Prize in Tehran’s Cinema Festival
in 1979. Yet another Bahraini cinema enthusiast
is Bassam Al Thawadi who, in 1975, Presented
his first film, “Devotion” which focused on drugs
and its duration was 12 minutes. Later, Bassam

PFCSCﬂth a number O1C short drama ﬁlms:

“The Blind” in the year 1976 with a duration
of 12 minutes, “The Two Brothers” in 1977 for
15 minutes and “Generations” in 1977 for 20
minutes. Afterwards, Bassam headed to Cairo
to stuclg at Cairo Higher Institute for Cinema
from 1978 to 1983. During this Period he made
his silent movie “The Mask” for a duration of 2%
minutes on the subject of Caml:) David followed
133 the “The Angels of Earth”, a 16mm film for 23
minutes whose subjcct was the Sabra-Shatilla

massacre.

In 1990 DBassam Presented his first feature
film entitled “The Barrier”, a 127 minute film
Proclucecl in Bahrain in cooPeration with
Bahrain Radio and Television CorPoration.
This film was considered Bahrain’s first feature

film which rePresentecl Bahrain at many cinema

festivals such as Cairo, Tunis, Syria, Tokgo, and

France.

In 2003 Al Thawadi Produced his film “Visitors”,
the second feature film in Bahrain and the first
inthe Gulf to use the Dolbg Sound System. The
filmwas Produced bg Bahrain Cinema Company
and Mr. Al Thawadi. In 2006 Al Thawadi
Presented his film “A Bahraini Tale”, the third
feature film Produced in Bahrain and the first
to use a DTS sound system. It was Proclucec]
bg the Bahrain Film Production Company and
Mr. Al Thawadi. In 1976 there was an attemPt
to present a film entitled “The Hunchback”
directed bg Ibrahim Janahi, but because of

unForeseen circumstances tI’"IC ﬁlm was never

finished.

All efforts to Produce films in Bahrain from
1972 to 1978, both silent and sound, used 8mm
cameras, except for films that were Proclucecl

bg Bahrain Petroleum ComPang (BAPCO).
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Whg the Movie “The Sheikhs”

]7 The Sheikhs

The idea of the film “The Sheikhs” stems from a
the strongbelieic of The Bahrain Film Production
Company and Donya Production Institute
that films Plag an imPortant role in Preserving
People’s memories and clocumenting historical
events. “The Sheikhs” considers one of the most
imPor’cant Periods in the Kingdom of Bahrain’s
contemporary his’corg in which signiiicant
components of the Kingclom’s infrastructure
were established under the guiclance of the late
Shaikh Hamad Bin 1sa Al Khalifa and the late

Shaikh salman Bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

In 2007, and with this idea in mind, the two
comPanies started to conceive the Production
and the execution of “The Sheikhs”. Both
comPanies began work on the film Perspectives
and the basic Production Procedurcs 139
nominating the actors, the scenario writers and
the work team. Also illustrations of snooting
sites, costumes, and accessories were carried
out. The impor‘cancc orgivingtne film atouch of
reality and objectivitg without 3ie|c]ing to some
alternative interpretations that mignt form an
impcdiment and lead to Postponing this great

Project was under constant consideration.

As the Period from 1926 to 1957 witnessed
major Political} economic and social events, it
was necessary that theg should be recorded

on a ProFessional level with a crew that has

international exPerience in film Proc{uction. It
s imPortant that Bahrain’s present and future
genera’cions should learn and understand the
rlistorg of Bahrainand recognize the efforts and
the sacrifices made bg its rulers and its People
in order to establish the kingclom’s foundations
and set its laws so it can take its Place among

the othcr &eveloped nations.

For all these imPor’cant reasons “The Sheikhs”
has been chosen to be the fifth film for the
Kingclom at international standards. Hence,
the two companies began the Preparations for
introducing this imPortant Pro&uction.
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Aims of the Film

2_1 The Sheikhs

To preserve Bahrain’s memories

. To document through a classic

dramatic work the Politica!) social
and economic facts on which modern

Bahrain was established.

. To demonstrate Bahraini abilities in

PrO‘FCSSiOﬂaI mm making

e Present a Bahraini film that

would match the international movie

Procluction standards

T Place Bahrain on the map of

countries that seriou519 consider film
making as an important educational

aSPCCt O{: a” human CXPFCSSiOﬂ.
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The General Concept of “The Sheikhs”

2_5 The Sheikhs

Titles:

The movie starts with titled shots of the Al
Khalifa Familg with a duration seven minutes.
The viewer will listen to a commentator that
discloses the Al-khalifa Family historg from the
start until the year 1925 with various shots of the

wars theg Participatecl in defense of Bahrain.

The film:

The story of Bahrainand its &evelopment overa
Period of 31 years from1926 01957 when the late
Shaikh Essa Bin Salman Al Khalifa aPPointed
as the Crown Bihce: through a dramatic events
shows the conditions and conflicts exPerienced
bg Bahrain in that Pcriod and how the conduct
of it’s rulers to defend, Protect and clevelop
Bahrain.

The film also Promotes the achievements of
Sheikh Hamad Bin 1sa Al Khalifa, through the
dcvelopment of education, judiciary system,
Po!ice force, health, social and Political laws and
the dcvelopment of the coun‘crg’s infrastructure.
This was indeed met b}j acceptance, rejection
and at times rebellion bg the People of Bahrain.
The rebellion was not against the development

itself but against the domination of Belgrave

and his interference in Bahrain’s internal affairs
and its laws. This accumulation of national
discontent towards Belgrave leads some to
form the Political National Unity Committee in
1955, which cventua”g dissolves due to certain
circumstances, and Belgrave leaves for home
dueto hisillnessin 1957 after 31 years of service,
and Shaikh Essa Bin Salman Al Khalifa gets
appointed as Crown Prince in the era of the late

Sheikh salman Bin Hamad Al-khalifa.



Event: History of Bahrain and Al Khalifa Aads J1g Gyt 7y5 s Gk
gamilg
, , ) e lowd| 2o Aandll — A2 BV + dcia 31 3L
Period: 7 minutes ~ Introduction and Titles &
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Number of Scenes: A number OF scenes
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Event:

Period:

Belgrave reading the news paper
advertisement, aPPI ing for the

job his marriage, an him heading

to Bahrain

25 minutes

Number of Scenes: 15 to 20 scenes

27 The Sheikhs
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Event: Shiakh  Hamad Bin I1sa the
disobedience of the Police gorce,
and the role Belgrave Plaged in
executing the Policeman.

Period: 10 minutes

Number of Scenes: 12 scenes
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Event:

Period:

Number of Scenes:

2_9 The Sheikhs

Establishing the education system Ao ylall g @-dacd e 3 RPN {
and the oPPosition.

43,383 \0 + dcia 31 3L
15 minutes .
..\4.&14 \o FRV.Y A (P
15 scenes
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Event: The locust attack, the Plane crash, authoritg moves to The House of Cre&it, diving
amendments and the divers’ uPrising.

Period: 10 minutes

Number of Scenes: 10 scenes

OYLF  AVIATION

5] The Sheikhs
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Event: Death of Shaikh Hamad Bin Isa, the Jewish attack and the occupation of Palestine
Period: 15 minutes

Number of Scenes: 20 scenes

55 The Sheikhs
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Event: Shaikh Salman assumes Authoritg to rule and connecting Muharrac] with Manama 139 builcling
Shaikh Hamad bridgc) constructing the Muharrac] bridge and Bab A|~I5a}1rain) and the
bcgirming and the end of the committee issue.

Period: 30 minutes

Number of Scenes: 35 scenes

55 The Sheikhs



Event:

Period:

Number of Scenes:

In 1957 His Highness Shaikh Isa bin
Salman Al Khalifa aPPointed as
Crown Prince and Belgrave leaving
Bahrain

12 minutes

15 scenes
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wds 121 rpgeandl

dgie 145 11 agine 127

Total: 121 minutes
127 to 145 scenes

57 The Sheikhs
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